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Gary  Simmons 

The  Crow  Quill  Studio  is  the  enterprise  of 
artist  and  photographer  Gary  Simmons  who 
lives  in  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  with  his  wife 
and  two  daughters. 


One  of  the  more  interesting  things  about 
Gary  is  the  intricate  web  of  experience  he 
has  woven  in  his  efforts  to  become  a  full- 
time  artist.  He  began  with  Buckminster  Fuller's 
industrial  design  program  at  Southern  Illinois 
University,  then  studied  biology,  and  finally 
completed  a  Bachelor's  and  a  Master's  degree 
in  literature.  After  teaching  literature  at 
Southern  Illinois  University  and  Franklin 
College  in  Indiana,  he  attended  Indiana  Univer- 
sity where  he  studied  art  education,  fine  arts 
photography,  filmmaking,  and  completed  a 
doctorate  in  the  division  of  Instructional 
Systems  Technology.  For  the  next  six  years 
he  worked  for  Indiana  University  and  then 
the  University  of  Arkansas  as  a  designer  and 
researcher  of  instructional  materials.  In  1976 
he  began  full  time  freelancing. 


All  of  these  experiences  have  combined  with 
a  genuine  interest  in  people  to  give  Gary 
an  intense  interest  in  his  environment.  His 
art  and  photography  are  primarily  an  exploration 
of  people  and  the  objects  in  their  lives,  fre- 
quently stated  very  literally  and  very  simply. 
His  drawings  make  little  attempt  at  obvious 
interpretation.  They  concentrate  on  what's 
actually  there,  but  in  some  ways  add  up  to 
more  than  the  sum  of  their  parts.  They  are 
looked  at  with  an  eye  for  the  surreal  beauty 
light  can  give  to  the  simplest  object  or  the 
plainest  person.  Gary's  subjects  are  frequently 
explored  in  isolation  with  an  opportunity  to 
see  their  intrinsic  design. 

For  example,  a  single  feather  from  the  wing 
of  a  barred  owl  is  presented  in  its  simplest 
shape  and  coloration  with  an  intrinsic  beauty 
which  bespeaks  the  incredible  beauty  and  motion 
of  flight  itself. 

Another  example  of  Gary's  interest  in  simple 
but  dramatic  design  is  his  drawing  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Adapted  from  Alexander  Gardener's 
1863  photo,  the  drawing  accentuates  the 
tremendous  force  in  the  asymmetry  of  Lincoln's 
features  and  in  his  eyes  which  engage  the 
viewer's  own  gaze.  There's  no  obvious  reason 
for  a  simple,  straightforward  portrait  to  be 
emotional,  but  the  graphic  quality  of  the 
drawing  manages  this  effect. 


For  further  information  about  Gary's  prints 
or  commissions  contact  him  at  the  following 
address: 


Gary  Simmons 

Crow  Quill  Studio 

133  Brown  Drive 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  71901 

Phone:  501-525-1639 


Owl  Feather 
15x20  inches 


Abraham  Lincoln 
18x25  inches 


Crow  Quill  Studio 


Abraham  Lincoln 


The  Print 


Edition:  1000  signed  and  numbered 
Size:  18x25  inches 
Paper:  80  pound  Vicksburg  Vellum 
Original  medium:  pen  and  ink 
Cost:  $20.00  plus  handling 


The  Subject 

This  portrait  is  an  adaptation  from  a  photograph 
of  Lincoln  taken  by  his  contemporary  Alexander 
Gardner,  who  worked  for  Mathew  Brady  in 
that  era.  The  sitting  took  place  in  1863  on 
the  November  Sunday  before  Lincoln's  famous 
Gettysburg  address.  James  Horan  writes  that 
Noah  Brooks'  Washington  in  Lincoln's  Time 
describes  the  sitting  in  the  following  manner: 
".  .  .  on  the  way  to  Gardner's  studio  Lincoln 
suddenly  remembered  he  needed  a  paper  and 
hurried  back  to  his  office.  He  returned  to 
join  Brooks  in  Gardner's  studio  carrying  a  long 
envelope  which  he  told  the  journalist  was  an 
advance  copy  of  Edward  Everett's  address,  to 
be  delivered  at  the  Gettysburg  cemetery 
dedication  ceremonies." 


The  Artist 

Dr.  Gary  Simmons  is  a  free  lance  artist  and 
photographer  who  works  from  his  home  studio 
in  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  His  specialization 
with  pen  and  ink  began  with  scientific  illus- 
tration and  led  to  a  general  exploration  of 
the  graphic  arts. 


Ordering 

This  print  can  be  ordered  for  $20.00.  A 
dealer's  discount  is  available  with  a  purchase 
of  three  or  more  prints  by  retailers.  Costs 
include  sales  taxes  where  applicable  and  a 
small  handling  charge. 

Order  from  the  following  address: 


Gary  Simmons 

Crow  Quill  Studio 

133  Brown  Drive 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  71901 

Phone:  501-525-1639 


Crow  Quill  Studio 


Barred  Owl  Feather 


The  Print 


Edition:  1000  signed  and  numbered 
Size:  15x20  inches 
Paper:  80  pound  Vicksburg  Vellum 
Original  medium:  pen  and  ink 
Cost:  $20.00  plus  handling 


The  Subject 

This  drawing  was  done  from  a  feather  taken 
by  the  artist  from  a  barred  owl  which  had 
been  killed  along  an  Illinois  highway.  The 
feather  represents  an  incredible  biological 
development,  but  perhaps  more  incredible  is 
the  singular  beauty  such  a  feather  has  in  its 
development  toward  the  function  of  flying. 
As  beautiful  as  the  owl  is  in  its  flight  and 
coloration,  it  follows  that  a  single  feathers 
beauty  manages  to  say  almost  as  much  as  the 
entire  bird. 


The  Artist 

Dr.  Gary  Simmons  is  a  free  lance  artist  and 
photographer  who  works  from  his  home  studio 
in  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  His  specialization 
with  pen  and  ink  began  with  scientific  illus- 
tration and  led  to  a  general  exploration  of 
the  graphic  arts. 


Ordering 

This  print  can  be  ordered  for  $20.00.  A 
dealer's  discount  is  available  with  a  purchase 
of  three  or  more  prints  by  retailers.  Costs 
include  sales  taxes  where  applicable  and  a 
small  handling  charge. 


Order  from  the  following  address: 


Gary  Simmons 

Crow  Quill  Studio 

133  Brown  Drive 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  71901 

Phone  :  501-525-1639 
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